
 
 
 

Maternity Policy 
 
Maternity rights 
This section is for pregnant employees and new mothers.  
When a certificate confirming pregnancy is issued, this must be handed in as soon as possible. 
 
Ordinary maternity leave 
You are entitled to 26 weeks ordinary maternity leave and have the right to return to work in 
your previous job. These rights apply regardless of length of service or the number of hours 
worked. 
 
If you work full time you have the right to return to your full time position but you do not 
have the right to return part time. However, your employer will discuss any request for part 
time work and on request consider offering part time work. Requests should be made in 
writing to your employer, giving as much notice as possible. 
 
You can start your ordinary maternity leave at any time from the 11th week before the 
expected week of childbirth (EWC) and there is a two-week compulsory maternity leave 
period following the birth (four weeks for factory workers). For all maternity leave purposes 
“childbirth” is either a live birth before the end of the 24th week of pregnancy or a live or still 
birth after the 24th week of pregnancy. 
 
Throughout the ordinary maternity leave period, all your terms and conditions of 
employment are maintained with the sole exception of pay. 
 
Notification 
The notice periods detailed below must be complied with in order to safeguard your rights. 
 
You must notify your employer in writing by the 15th week before the EWC of the following: 

• That you are pregnant, 
• The EWC, 
• The date on which you intend to start your maternity leave. 

 
You must also provide a certificate (normally a form MAT B1) stating the EWC. 
Your employer will then write to you within 28 days to confirm your date of return to work. 
You can change the date on which you intend to start your maternity leave by giving your 
employer at least 28 days written notice. 
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Returning to work 
If you take the full entitlement to maternity leave your return date will be the date previously 
notified to you by your employer. If you wish to return early you must give your employer 
eight weeks’ written notice of your early return date. Your early return may be delayed if this 
procedure is not followed. 
 
If you intend to return to work at the end of your maternity leave but fail to do so, your 
employer’s normal rules regarding absence will apply. 
 
Maternity benefits 
Although you do not need any qualifying service or work a minimum number of hours to be 
entitled to maternity leave or the right to return to work, in order to qualify for Statutory 
Maternity Pay (SMP) from your employer, you need to have the following: 
 

• At least 26 weeks continuous service at the end of the 15th week before the EWC (this 
is known as the “qualifying week” for maternity pay purposes) 

• Average earnings above the National Insurance lower earnings limit during the eight 
weeks before the qualifying week. 

 
If you meet these conditions you are entitled to a maximum of 39 weeks SMP which is 
calculated as: 
 

• Six weeks at 90% of average weekly earnings 
• 33 weeks at the lesser of the lower rate of SMP or 90% of average weekly earnings. 

 
If you do not qualify for SMP you may be entitled to Maternity Allowance (MA). 
 
Sickness absence during pregnancy 
If you are absent from work because of a pregnancy related illness or reason at any time 
during the four weeks before your EWC, the ordinary maternity leave period begins on the 
first day of absence. If the pregnancy related absence began before the fourth week, then the 
ordinary maternity leave period begins at the start of the fourth week. 
 
If you are absent from work and the illness is not pregnancy related, the maternity leave 
period will begin on the date you have previously notified. 
If you are absent from work in the weeks leading up to your maternity leave it may affect the 
higher rate of SMP (90% of normal pay) because it is based on your average earnings in the 
eight weeks prior to the qualifying week. 
 


